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BY 2400, HI-TECHNOLOGY HAD TAKEN OVER MAN’S CONQUEST 
OF THE GALAXY. COMPUTER CONTROLLED AUTO-PILOTS TOOK A 
STARSHIP_INTO HYPER SPACE, AND BROUGHT ΙΤ OUT AT ANY 
PRE-SET CONFIGURATION OF SPACIAL CO-ORDINATES. WHEN IT 
CAME TO GALACTIC WARFARE, MICRO-CHIP MEMORIES CAME UP 
WITH THE BEST RESPONSE TO TEN-THOUSAND MODES OF 
AGGRESSION. 

BUT WHEN HIGH-COMMAND NEEDED A RESPONSE TO THREAT 
TEN-THOUSAND AND ONE, THEY HAD TO DEPLOY THAT MOST 
IMPERFECT AND ILLOGICAL INSTRUMENT — THE HUMAN BEING. 
FACED WITH OBLITERATION BY AN ALIEN MEGA-WEAPON, ТЕВВАМ 
HIGH-COMMAND SENT FOR THE MOST ILLOGICAL OF THEIR 
AGENTS, SHARD, WHO WAS TO MEET THE ENEMY IN DEEP, SILENT 
SPACE — 
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INSIDE A DEEP SPACE STATION, SPECIAL AGENT SHARD WAS UP AGAINST IT... 
ONCE AGAIN. % ή Дуб? 














6.07 OF A SECOND SLOW; LET'S 
HOPE THE REAL ANTHROS AREN'T 
8 








SHARDS TRAINING WAS INTERRUPTED BY AN ALERT CALL— 
jw o. € 
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O 
BS, CONTROL CALLING AGENT SHARD. 
М» REPORT TO THE OPERATIONS 
CENTRE IMMEDIATELY — REPEAT 
გ IMMEDIATELY. 








„.. SO NOW YOU KNOW YOUR 
ASSIGNMENT, SHARD. ELIMINATE 
ΤΗΕ ЕМЕМҮ 5 WARP-RAY CAPABILITY. 


HERE'S THE LATEST INTELLIGENCE UP- 
САТЕ. . GET YOURSELF 
al OPERATIONAL AT ONCE, BECAUSE 
WE'RE ABOUT TO COME UNDER 


[Ж ANTHROS ATTACK. 
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ALL PERSONNEL! $ 27 
Όρο” ESAS ἐν, 
KW ` | 








წ 2а SHADES! THE ENEMY ARE № 


CLOSE ENOUGH TO REGISTER ON MY 
SCAN-SCREENS! ў 


LOOKS LIKE THE MAIN ANTHROS BATTLE-FLEET. 
IT'S BLOCKING MY RUN UP TO HYPER-SPACE JUMP 


THE CENTREPIECE OF THE ATTACKING FLEET WAS А BI-SONIC WARP RAY APLANET: 
CRACKING BEAM MOUNTED ON A CRAFT NICKNAMED A BISON: 


vid 
USING A POWER SOURCE, TRANSMITTED THROUGH NYPER SPACE, THE И 
OFFENSIVE ENERGY FAR IN EXCESS OF ANY WEAPON POWERED BY A CONVENTIONAL S SOURCE O 





‘OUR SYSTEMS HAVE LOCKED-ON TO 
THE EARTHMAN, THE COUNTDOWN 
TO HIS DESTRUCTION HAS BEGUN. 

га и 


ESCORT SHIPS WILL DEAL WITH 
APPROACHING TERRAN DEFENDER. 


SHARD HAD LOCKED HIS SCANNERS ON TO THE TERRAN MISSILE HELD A THREE 

THE COMMAND CRAFT — DIMENSIONAL IMAGE OF THE PROGRAMMED 
TARGET IN ITS ELECTRONIC MEMORY. IT ALSO 

WAITED UNTIL THERE WAS A WEAKNESS ІМ 

THE TARGET'S DEFENSIVE SCREENS BEFORE 





IT NEVER MISSED — 
34 27 
WAVELENGTH TO JAM MY 
ELECTRONICS. ALLICAN DO IS SIT. Y 


BEHIND DEFENSIVE SCREENS TRYING, 
TO AIM BY HAND. 








PLUTO'S SHADES, SOMETHING'S 
GOT THROUGH MY DEFENSIVE SCREEN! 
та 
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ΑΝ ARMOURED FIGURE BURST THROUGH 
ді 


αλ 
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THIS SITUATION CALLS FOR 호 
A STRATEGIC WITHDRAWAL. 
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HE'LL BURN THROUGH ΤΗΕ HATCH 
IN MINUTES, BUT THAT'S TIME 


ი ENOUGH FOR ME T^ REACH THE 
RIST UFE-TC Zn 


SHARD WARPED AWAY --- 


AS HE SPED AWAY, SHARD ACTIVATED CHARGES ON HIS SHIP, PRE SEN TO PREVENT. 
SECRET EQUIPMENT FALLING INTO ENEMY HANDS. 





BY TAROS’ CO-PILO! 








HE GAINED ENTRY VERY QUICKLY — 





ΤΗΕ ANTHROS PILOT HAD NO CHANCE OF 
REACHING HIS SPACE HELMET BEFORE ТН! 
GAS OVERCAME НИ 


Lal 


LOOKS OF ΤΗΕ WARP-RAY 
THE ATTACK ON OUR 4 
IS ABOUT TO START. XI 








ΤΗΕ WHOLE OUTPOST AND ITS CREW 
WIPED OUT IN ONE BLOW. | HAVE 
TO DESTROY THEIR POWER SOURCE. 


АЛА 77 7 I 





TERRAN SPACE AGENTS WERE TRAINED IN A 
WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF ENEMY SHIPS AND 


THEIR SYSTEMS. SHARD WAS ABLE TO 
PROGRAMME THE CONTROLS 一 一 1 


JUMP SPEED ACHIEVED. THERE'S 
NO SYSTEM IN SPACE ABLE TO 
TRACK A SHIP IN THE HYPER- 
DIMENSION — I'M A FREE AGENT 
AGAIN! 








THE SUDDEN DEPARTURE OF ONE OF THEIR FIGHTERS MYSTIFIED THE ANTHROS FLEET Y JA 
COMMANDER. A SEARCH PARTY PROBED THE WRECKAGE OF SHARD'S SHIP IN THE HOPE #4 
OF FINDING AN EXPLANATION. 






































॥ ML GAIN REVENGE ON THE FOUL 
TERRAN WHO CAUSED MY INJURIES. (TY 
MT 
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THE FOUL TERRAN ” IN QUESTION, WAS MEANWHILE PLANNING HIS NEXT MOVE AGAINST 
ΤΗΕ ANTHROS WAR MACHINE: e 


WITH ALL MY ORIGINAL WEAPONRY 
DESTROYED, I'VE GOT TO MAKE THE 
BEST USE OF WHATEVER'S ABOARD 














AFTER A COMPLETE SEARCH, ALL I'VE GOT 

15 MY NU-ROK PISTOL AND THESE CRATED 

FIGHTING ROBOTS. NOT MUCH TO ATTACK 

A WHOLE PLANET WITH, BUT IT'LL HAVE TO 
) DO. 





THE LOCATION OF THE ANTHROS COMMAND PLANET WAS KNOWN TO TERRAN 
INTELLIGENCE, BUT WELL-SHIELDED. ўра 2 



































THE IMITATION OF A SHIP IN DISTRESS 
SEEMS TO HAVE THEM CONVINCED BUT 
THE NEXT PART 15... 
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THE ANTHROS, COMPLACENT ABOUT SECURITY DID NOT OPERATE А NIGHT TIME BLACKOUT 
SHARD MOVED EASILY THROUGH THE SHADOWS — 


I NEED TO HITCH A RIDE ON THEIR 
И HOVORAIL ТО GET TO THE CITY WHERE 
THE PRISONERS ARE LIKELY TO BE HELD. 


























PLUTO'S SHADES, THAT'S NO 
ORDINARY LIGHT, MY MUSCLES ARE FROZEN. 


Com. 


SAT 





OVED ACROSS OP THE FREEZE BEAM ALSO HAD TELE-PORT IN 
RING PROBE НОМЕР IN О! CAPABILITY AND SHARD MATERIALISED № 








BUT PYRAX HAD FAILED TO NOTICE THAT 
SHARD'S EMERGENCY BEACON WAS 


ACTIVATED... 
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39 
TN THEIR SINGLE-MINDED OBEDIENCE TO THE CALL SIGNAL, THE ROBOTS CRUSHED ANYTHING 
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YOUR SCREAMS ARE МОТ LOUD å 
ENOUGH FOR MY LIKING, LET'S SEE 
‘OU RESPOND TO AN 
HARGE. 
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WHILE ONE ROBOT DISMANTLED PYRAX'S ARM, THE OTHER FREED SHARD. 











FORGET HIM! GET A SPACE FIGHTER- 
SHIP. PRIORITY TWO PUT AS MUCH SPACE 
AS POSSIBLE BETWEEN US AND THIS 
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2 
PYRAX WASTED NO TIME IN GETTING A MESSAGE THROUGH TO HIS CONTROL CENTRE 
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РУВАХ TO CONTROL; IT IS 
IMPERATIVE THAT THE NEXT SHIP 
ΤΟ BLAST OFF 15 DESTROYED. 





























ΤΗΕ ANTHROS DUTY SQUADRON SCRAMBLED, 
BUT THEIR QUARRY DID THE UNEXPECTED AND 
TURNED AND SHATTERED THE PURSUIT BEFORE 
THEY EVEN GOTSPACE-BORNE.. . 3 





* Г CURSE YOU, SHARD, FLL HUNT YOU 
DOWN AND SEE YOUR BONES FED. 
TO SOME STAR-SPAWNED ALIEN Ἢ 
ABOMINATION, EVEN IF IT TAKES. 











YOUR COMMANDS HAVE 
BEEN CARRIED OUT, MASTER. 
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OKAY, ROBOTS. KEEP OUT OF HARM'S WAY AND 人 
KEEP LISTENING OUT FOR THE CALL WHEN I NEED IX 
ου 











HAD SNEAKED ABOARD A HOVORAIL AT ΤΗΕ SPACEPORT. 
5 ක 


ΤΗΕ NEXT STOP 15 THE HIGH SECURITY CITADEL 
WHERE THEY'LL BE HOLDING THE PREVIOUS 
AGENT. = 4 




























ΤΗΕ ANTI-GRAV BELT ON FULL 
POWER SHOULD GET ME SAFELY 
THROUGH THE AIR TURBULENCE 

AROUND THE HOVORAIL. THEN NEXT 








> AAAAHI THE TRAIN 
LAB] IS OUT OF CONTROL! 
E 
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BUT SHARD WAS ALREADY ON HIS WAY IN — 





ALL THE SECURITY SYSTEMS ARE 
DESIGNED TO KEEP PEOPLE INSIDE 
THE PRISON, THEY'RE EASY TARGETS 

FOR SOMEONE BREAKING IN FR 


























THE BOTTOM OF THE DEEPEST 
GRAVITY WELL CORRIDOR, 


MEANWHILE, THE CAPTAIN OF THE CITADEL 
GUARD RESPONDED TO THE MYSTERIOUS 
1 CAN'T BELIEVE TWO SYSTEMS | > 


MALFUNCTION IN ONE DAY. | 


WANT THE CITADEL SEARCHED 


№ FROM PERIMETER TO CORE AND Å 
NG 





AND THEN MOVED IN, FORMING AN EVER TIGHTENING, Ny 
UNBROKEN RING OF FORCE. 7 2 
4 
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ALL PRISONERS SECURE. 


NVE 





42 
USING A MOLECULE DISTORTER, SHARD HAD SQUEEZED THROUGH THE BARS OF HIS FELLOW. 
AGENT'S CELL 


ALL CLEAR, SHARD! THEY VE i 
GONE ON TO THE NEXT CELL BLOCK.) `, 
$ ' ( 5006, KRIS. IKNEW THE ANTHROS WOULDN'T 


LOOK ANY FURTHER, ONCE THEY'VE SEEN WHAT 
THEY WERE EXPECTING TO SEE. 



































WARP-RAY POWER SOURCE. 


I WAS NOWHERE NEAR A SOLUTION UNTIL THEY 
CAUGHT ME, BUT I'VE PIECED TOGETHER SNATCHES 
ΟΕ CONVERSATIONS WITH OTHER PRISONERS IN 
HERE AND WORKED OUT A SET ОЁ CO-ORDINATES. 
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TM SCHEDULED TO BE VAPORISED 
AT DAWN TOMORROW. 


IF THERE HAS TO BE A CHOICE 
BETWEEN THE SUCCESS OF THE 
MISSION AND RESCUING YOU, 115 
THE MISSION THAT HAS TO COME 





| MUST GO! DON'T WORRY 
I'LL DO SOMETHING. Д 























"NNI 
GREETINGS, GREAT PYRAX! STORIES OF 
YOUR HEROIC DEEDS HAVE PRECEEDED 
YOU. YOU ARE HONOURED BY ALL THE 
FIGHTING MEN OF ANTHROS. 
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Uu у 
I'VE GOT TO GET KRIS OUT FAST, THE EFFECTS OF λ΄ 
MY BOOBYTRAP SOON WEAR OFF. 3 777 








PING! 


WE'LL USE THE ANTHROS SHIP TO GET AWAY 
BEFORE THE REST REALISE THEY'VE BEEN CAUGHT 
T NAPPING! 





48 
РУКАХ RECOVERED CONSCIOUSNESS IN TIME TO SEE HIS SHIP AIRBORNE. 

















WE'VE GOT PROBLEMS SHARD. THERE'S A PURSUIT 
SHIP JUST TAKEN OFF FROM THE CITADEL. IT'S 
GOT FOUR TIMES THE PROPULSION DRIVE OF THIS 





NO SWEAT, KRIS! ONCE V/E'RE 
INTO THE CLOUD COVER WE'LL BE SAFE. 








THEY'RE OUT OF SIGHT 
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I HAVE THEIR TRACE ON THE SPECTRON SCOPE. 
> OUR MISSILE WILL FIRE AUTOMATICALLY AS «fred 
ҰС SOON AS IT COMPUTES ITSELF WITHIN RANGE. ΔΕἼ 











THAVE SET THE DESTRUCTO-CHARGE AT DISABLE VA 
LEVEL IN THE HOPE OF CAPTURING THEM ALIVE. 











THE MISSILE LOCKED ON TO ΤΗΕ SPECTRON: PROFILE OF ITS PROGRAMMED TARGET, 
AND NO AMOUNT OF EVASIVE ACTION COULD PREVENT IT COMPLETING ITS TASK. 
Ee NS 




















ΝΟ TERRAN BODIES. SHARD HAS TRICKED ME 
AGAIN, BUT I THINK | KNOW WHERE TO FIND 


SHARD'S ROBOTS HAD RESPONDED AGAIN TO HIS CALL AND ARRIVED IN TIME FOR THE! 
FUGITIVES TO SWAP SHIPS BEFORE THE PURSUIT CAUGHT UP WITH THEM. 


-.. 5 





52 
SHARD AND KRIS EMERGED FROM HYPER-SPACE AT THE SUSPECTED LOCATION OF THE WARP- 
RAY POWER SOURCE. අක. ය E სა % " 


'ETEER 
ABOUT THIS PLACE? 





IT'S MEANT TO BE THE MONASTIC HOME OF SOME WAY- 
E OUT MYSTIC SECT, ANTHROS IN ORIGIN. 








FIELD AROUND THAT PLACE, THE “Ў 
INSTRUMENTATION'S FLICKERING. 














SUDDENLY A BEING WITH AN AURA OF AUTHORITY STOOD BEFORE ΤΗΕ TWO TERRAN AGENTS. 7 
| | 7 рна "III 1747 


PLEASE, THIS IS OUR MOST SACRED Ў) 
PLACE, YOU WOULD DEFILE ITS 
PEACE AND TRANQUILLITY WITH YOUR 





TRANQUILLITY, WHY 15 AN EVIL, MALICIOUS- 
LOOKING IDOL LIKE THAT GIVEN PRIDE OF PLACE? 














YOU ARE RIGHT, TERRAN, OUR TRUE OVERLORD. we 
IS SORTHNA, THE ONE OF CHAOS AND DEATH.) /一 7 
£ 
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ALL WEAPONS FAIL INSIDE Д 
OUR NUL-FORCE FIELD. Y-Å 











77 
ONLY THE CUTTING EDGE AND THE POINT ARE 7, 
EFFECTIVE HERE AS YOU WILL FIND OUT TO YOUR ) 
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НЕ OVERLORD OF CHAOS AND DEATH WILL NOT 
ЕСТ YOU FROM MY BLADE, YOU TERRAN 








58 
THE GUARDIAN OF THE TEMPLE INVOKED THE 
ANGER OF THE EVIL IDOL. 2 





COME ALIVE О SORTHNA, AWAKEN 
OVERLORD OF CHAOS AND DEATH 























~): Ще У à 
> тұ 8 + 2) 7 SOON THERE WILL BE BLOOD FOR THE !. 
აწ“ й LORD SORTHNA TO DRINK ON HIS ALTAR. ) | 








BUT BEFORE НЕ COULD STRIKE 


KOSS 





TWOULD HAVE FOLLOWED YOU TO THE ENDS OF INFINITY, 
FOR MY RI TAKE THAT FROM ME. ) 기 
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N 
NO TEMPLE MYSTIC WILL HAVE THE PLEASURE OF 
KILLING YOU. THAT PLEASURE IS MINE BY ALL THE LAWS 

[ey 


RW. OF ANTHROS COMBAT. 
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‘SHARD JERKED HIMSELF FREE OF THE IDOL AND WAS WONDERING HOW ТО МАКЕ A FAST EXIT jà 

WITH KRIS STILL UNCONSCIOUS, WHEN A SUDDEN IDEA CAME ТО HIM ABOUT THE TRUE Fx 
ντος 
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წ” IT'S A PROTECTIVE COVER. NO WONDER WE $ 
Be COULDN'T FIND THE POWER SOURCE FOR THE Ë 
/ < WARP RAY. IT'S ALL HIDDEN UNDER HERE. » | 
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PLANETOID HAS BEEN SOMEHOW 


TRAPPED AND CONDENSED INTO A 
RAY STRONG ENOUGH TO BE 
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BEAMED THROUGH HYPER-SI 
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SHARD RELEASED HIS GRIP AND GRAVITY DID Д [AS THE SWORD PIERCED THE HEART OF THE 
THE REST. " APPARATUS, ΤΗΕ WHOLE PLANETOID SEEMED 


TO SHUDDER "| | ES uy 
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THE POWER SOURCE RELEASED THE STO! 
ENERGY IN A VIOLENT ERUPTION, 


SORTHNA IS ANGRY WITH US, WHAT 
У MUST THE SERVANTS DO TO STILL 
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SHARD FOUND A SHIP STANDING READY FOR TAKE OFF ON А MECHANICAL CATAPULT 
LAUNCHER AND LOST NO TIME IN GETTING ABOARD. 


THE CATAPULT LAUNCH SHOULD CARRY US CLEAR 
OF THE NUL-FORCE FIELD IN TIME TO REACH 

HYPER-SPACE JUMP SPEED BEFORE THIS WHOLE 
AREA IS ENGULFED BY А NOVASPLOSION! 











THE SUDDEN SURGE OF RELEASED POWER FROM THE EXPLODING PLANETOID, COINCIDED * 
WITH AN ATTEMPTED USE OF THE WARP-RAY BY THE ANTHROS CARRIER. OVERLOAD НІТ EVERY 
SYSTEM SIMULTANEOUSLY, WITH SPECTACULAR EFFECT . . 


NOW THE TERRAN FLEET COULD FIGHT ON EQUAL TERMS AND CAPITALISE ДЫ ТНЕ න 
SUPERIOR QUALITY OF THEIR FIGHTING MEN, AS TYPIFIED BY SPECIAL-AGENT SHARD, ON Ёў AN 
COURSE FOR HIS HOME BASE TO REPORT FOR THE NEXT MISSION. 
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DON'T FORGET THIS 
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On sale at your newsagents У/ 























ы 
The Pilot of Gemini 5 was Lieutenant Commander 
Charles ` Pete ' Conrad Jr., 35. He flew on August 21, 
1965, his mission lasting 7 days 22 hours 55 minutes 
14 seconds. Conrad was also Gemini I's commander 
pilot on September 12, 1966. This flight lasted 2 days 
23 hours 17 minutes 8 seconds. He was the third man 
on the Moon during the 10 day 4 hours 36 minute 25 
second Apollo 12 mission, launched on November, 14, 
1969. Finally he remained in space for 28 days O 
hours, 49 minutes 9 seconds on Skylab 2, launched 
Мау 25, 1973. He is now a senior vice president in а 


huge American company. 
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